THE EVIDENCE OF THE  PLAYS

anonymously, and not under the name of Lyly,
from which the inference is drawn that they were
the result of collaboration between Lyly and the
Earl. It follows, therefore, that this resemblance
between the comedies of Shakespeare and those of Lyly,
noticed by Lee, can only be due to the latter's
collaboration with the Earl of Oxford. The Lyrics
were beyond Lyly's capacity, and were not in-
cluded in the Comedies until 1632, after the death
of both Lyly and the Earl of Oxford.
Dr. Kendall writes:

The legitimate . . . inference is that Lyly was
indebted for them (songs and musical interludes)
to his patron-director, Edward de Vere; and they
are brought into close and formal contact with
Shakespeare when we find a variant of the pixies9
song in Endymion,

"Pinch him, pinch him, black and blue,"

actually utilised in the Merry Wives, and printed in
the imperfect draft of 1602.
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THE GROUP
Whether Shakspere or the Earl of Oxford was
the author of the plays, it is certain that they were
not the work of one man. There is aj$ple evidence
of collaboration. Says
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